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WELCOMING THE 
STRANGER 

Things are moving up north, and 
it's not just tourists and mozzies! 
Brian knocked on my door at 9.30 
a.m. A miner from down the track 
spending some of his days off in 

joys and struggles of having young 
families. Many women endeavour 
to care and be homemakers for 
their families but they are often 
without the natural extended fam-
ily life that one might find with 
uncles, aunts and grandparents 
nearby to help and advise. Caritas, 
a ministry of Mothers' Union, oper-
ates from the St. James building to 
provide a regular contact and sup-
port for women with small children. 
Anne Bastian, a St. James par-
ishioner, helps co-ordinate this 

giving people and their dogs the 
occasion to vet their grievances on 
"religion" can be a little difficult. Yet 
as we naturally share our faith 
across the fence or over the 
doormat, surprisingly things do 
take place. Steve was a Jehovah 
Witness and a little taken aback 
when I knocked on his door with a 
message of Chr ist in our 
Christmas. After a half-hour of 
t ex t - swapp ing and get t ing 
nowhere, I raised a "help me quick" 
prayer to God. The Lord answered 
and revealed to me that Steve was 
struggling deep down on the inside 
with family relationships. I shared 
this with Steve and he began to 
open up to me about his daughter 

Darwin. He had lost his city friend 
to a king brown snake. His friend 
was a young dog. Brian was in 
grief and was searching to find 
understanding in his loss. We 
shared together well into the night. 

Sharing the good news does 
mean having to open our lives and 
homes to those in need. So often 
God draws strangers across our 
paths and we too easily shy away 
from being vulnerable with our love 
and hospitality. But then I am 
reminded of Jesus ' words 
(Matthew 25:35): "I was hungry and 
you fed me, thirsty and you gave 
me a drink, I was a stranger and 
you received me in your homes 

The Sanderson area in which 
our church is situated has both the 
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friendship-building ministry to tarn-" 
ilies in our area via a fortnightly 
creche and meeting place. 
"Stranger" families to Darwin are 
able to find a caring network 
through this ministry. 

To welcome the stranger some-
times means becoming a stranger. 
The Good News Bible distribution 
program and recent ly the 
Christmas outreach visitation pro-
vided the challenging opportunity 
of home visiting locally for many 
St. James people. To become a 
stranger by knocking on doors and 
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having a car accident that very day. 
I left with a much friendlier farewell 
than our first greeting and with 
Steve knowing that God was work-
ing in his life. 

Hospitality was a mark of the 
first Christians as they opened 
their homes to each other and the 
poor. The St. James parish con-
tinues to encourage regular 



homegroup meetings where 
adults and children gather on 
weekends to deepen their faith 
and support one another. In this 
way, Sunday morning "strangers" 
in the pews can become brothers 
and sisters in an open family, by 
welcoming singles, one-parent 
families, divorced and widowed 
people. 

As Darwin becomes a more 
stable population, so the need for 
long-term aged care is required as 
more older folk remain in the Top 
End. The Salvation Army here 
opened a new residential facility 
for Darwin-aged people. The 
Anglican clergy in Darwin provide 
regular communion services to 
enable Christians there to share in 
worship. Just before Christmas, 

many friendships were made and 
hearts warmed. 

Meeting strangers doesn't 
necessarily mean it is a face-to-
face encounter. The local Darwin 
radio station, 8DN, provides me, 
along with other Darwin clergy, the 
opportunity to share with thou-
sands through the week the love 
and concern of Christ. In January 
this year, I focused the three-
minute radio talks especially upon 
the life-changing power of Christ 
to meet the deepest of our heart's 
longings. All sorts of folk raise 

32 St. James people gathered to 
bring carols and a special 
Christmas dance led by 20 of our 
children. God's love does cross 
the generation gap. As children 
shared their Christmas drinks and 
cakes with these older strangers, 

questions as I go about my daily 
work on the ministry of these 
radio-spots. If God can't get them 
to church, He is still able to speak 
into their homes and workplaces 
through this invaluable ministry. 

Sometimes there can be hun-
dreds of little strangers all wanting 
your attention. Ranging from five-
to twelve-year-olds, 500 children 
shared in the week-long Religious 
Education seminar at Malak Pri-
mary School in December. Chil-

dren from ail backgrounds shared 
in the lessons of Christ's coming, 
as a babe and as cosmic King. This 
was an ecumenical program, with 
the St. James and local Church of 
Christ parishioners providing 15 
adults who taught, sang, listened 
and helped these small strangers 

come closer to the Lord. This 
seminar-style program is run four 
times a year and features a cre-
ative team effort with these large 
groups of children. 

As you can see, the St. James 
parish is on the move, and it's not 
just cockroaches that's making us 
jump. We can see the power of 
God's love making bridges with 
strangers, and that's exciting. With 
building debts still being paid, it is a 
temptation to simply concentrate 
on finances and forget the job that 
God had given us here. But God's 
generosity in Christ is a constant 
source of reflection and motiv-
ation. The hospitality given 
through His forgiveness makes us 
no longer strangers but His 

friends. So how can we not be hos-
pitable and make friends with the 
strangers that come our way? 
Greg Thompson, 
Darwin 

NOTICE 
STATE 

ANNUAL MEETINGS 
N.S.W.Thursday, May 11, 1989 

6.00 p.m. 

VIC. Tuesday, April 18, 1989 
S.A. Monday, April 3, 1989 

7.30 p.m. 
Christ Church, 
North Adelaide Parish 
Hall 

QLD. Saturday, April 22, 1989 

W.A. Thursday, May 11, 1989 
7.15 p.m. 
St. Andrew's Church, 
Riverton 

Please contact your State Sec-
retary for full information. 

ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

May 25, 1989, 9.45 a.m. 
Cowper Room, 

St. Andrew's House, 
Sydney 



FROM CONVICT 
ANCESTORS TO 

SERVING THE LORD 
As I look back on 1988, it causes 

me to reflect upon the many "big 
events" that have occurred for us. 

Wickham was God's choice. He 
enabled many factors to fall into 
place to enable it to be a possibility 
that we might minister here. 

Some five years ago, our lifestyle 
was that of a farm family. I had 
worked twenty-five years on the fam-
ily farm which had passed down to 
me. It had become my life, as it had 
been my dad's, and my grandfather's. 

Greenough was one of the early 
settled areas of Western Australia. 
My convict ancestors had acquired 
the property in 1858 and it has 
remained in the family until today. A 
lot of history and memories tied in 
with all those years. Almost imposs-
ible to leave, so one would think. 
However, when God calls, He opens 
the way, and in 1984 we left the farm 
to go to Perth to see what God had in 
store for us. We began to fellowship 
at the Anglican Church at Highgate 
and learned more of the God in 
whom we believed and trusted. We 
learned what discipleship to Jesus 
meant, and we experienced the joy of 
worshipping the living God. God was 
showing us the way. 

At the end of 1984, I approached 
Bishop Muston for possible theologi-
cal training at Wollaston College and 
was accepted for 1985. Three diffi-
cult but rewarding years of study fol-
lowed. Difficult because study was a 
new thing to me. I had left school at 
14 to work on the farm and saw no 
need for study at that time. Work for 
me was activity, not sitting reading 

books. It took me six months to come 
to terms with the fact that reading 
and writing could be considered 
"work". College was rewarding in 
that I learnt to be tolerant of others' 
views, that there could be different 
ways of looking at basic issues of 
faith. I wasn't the only one with all the 
answers. Perhaps this has helped my 
ministry more than anything. 

With all of this behind me towards 
the end of 1987, I believed God was 
prompting me into action and minis-
try. Bishop Muston suggested that 
Wickham might be the place. Despite 
my nervous hesitation at being 
appointed untried Deacon-in-charge, 
Bishop Muston directed me north. 

After Deaconing at the Geraldton 
Cathedral on January 27, 1988, the 
next day saw us heading north. We 
knew Wickham was up "there", at 
the least the map said so, so off we 
went. Almost 1200 kilometres later, 
we arrived. 

Wickham is a nice little mining 
town — around 18 years old. Our 
home is lovely, so we are very 
blessed. 

We were warmly welcomed by par-
ishioners and began to feel at home 
straight away. Three weeks, 
Wickham parish hosted the North 
West Diocese clergy conference, 
attended by the Archbishop of Can-
terbury. Perhaps a first for a new dea-
con in charge of a parish to have such 
a distinguished visitor. 

It was a real privilege to share with 
such a gracious man. He really 
relaxed among us at a barbecue at 
historic Cossack, the first port of 
Pilbara. What a way to begin a 
ministry. 

Another big occasion was my ordi-
nation to the priesthood at the his-

toric Roebourne Church on April 28. 
To have the Bishop, the Diocesan 
Registrar and eight other clergy pre-
sent was a real joy. It was such a 
pleasure to be able to share the 
occasion with my parish family and to 
have their love and support. 

A Renewing Love Seminar was 
held over five weeks during July and 
August, hosted by Wickham, and 
only for the ladies. A lovely lady, Mrs. 
Norma Broomfield, came up from 
Perth to run it. Almost fifty ladies 
took part. Many blessings came from 
the course as marriages were 
strengthened and many ladies 
blossomed in their love of the Lord. It 
was a positive, growing time and 
opened the way for the Faith Sharing 
team weekend for our parish in early 
October. 

A team of thirty came to share their 
faith with us, lead by Rev. Peter 
MacArthur from Carnarvon and Mr. 
Martin Weatherston, our Diocesan 
Registrar from Geraldton. 

As the team shared their faith with 
us, God's Holy Spirit touched hearts, 
and lives were changed. Many met 

* Jesus for the first time and found new 
life and faith. It was a thrill to share 
with our people as God touched 
them in a special way. It is hoped that 
the Faith Sharing Team concept will 
continue within our Diocese as a 
means of strengthening and renewing 
many people. 

My first wedding was a dramatic 
affair. It was set down for Saturday, 
December 17, at 5.00 p .m. 
Unfortunately, Cyclone "Ilona" 
descended and at 5.00 p.m. a red 
alert was in force. A wedding was 
cancelled! However, we were able to 
go ahead the next day, much to the 
relief of the wedding group who, 

along with most of the guests, dis-
solved into tears at the conclusion of 
service, such was their release of 
strain. 

The year 1988 has been a very 
exciting and fulfilling one for us all. 
God has blessed us abundantly by 
providing us with a loving, caring, 
parish family. The children have 
settled in well and all three topped 
their respective classes in academic 
results. Julie has busily engaged in 
prayer counselling during the year. 
No doubt God will use her gifts in this 
area again next year. She has settled 

well into life at Wickham and is look-
ing forward to how God will lead us in 
1989. 

Difficult aspects of ministry in a 
mining town are twofold: the con-
stant moving of people, losing mem-
bers of our church family as they 
move on, and of reaching the men. I 
see this as a priority for this year. 
However, it is exciting to be part of 
God's great family, and a privilege. 

Thank you to the many supporters 
of B.C.A. for your support and 
prayers, and for your letters and 
cards. It is a great strength to know of 
your support, please keep it up for all 
B.C.A. team people. 

May God bless you all. 
The Harrison's at Wickham, 
Diocese of North West Australia 
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May and Nick. 

Carmen Longford, one of May's attendants. 

B.C.A. WEDDING 
The day dawned just as per fore-

cast, with all the signs of being a 
normal, hot, dry December day in 
Broken Hill. 

The bride and her attendants 
has been up since about 3.30 mak-
ing ready for the big day. Hair-
dressers had been engaged for a 
pre-dawn visit. 

Those who had spent the night 
at the Hostel were up early busy 
putting the finishing touches to the 
wedding breakfast; it was to be a 
true breakfast for over 200 people. 

At 8.00 a.m., May and her 
attendants made their entry down 
the aisle of St. Peter's Anglican 
Church, Broken Hill. They looked 
stunning — May with her simple 
white gown with bouffant sleeves, 
Zeta, Tracey and Carmen with a 
circlet of flowers and dressed in a 
gold sheen fabric. 

Nick looked a little nervous, 
Hugh and Sonny, Nick's attend-
ants, were transformed by their 
wedding attire but still managed to 
find the odd piece of gum to chew 
on. 

The wedding party outside St. Peter's. 

The hostel family. 

Father Michael Varnish, rector 
of St. Peter's, welcomed the 
guests who had come from all 
directions to be with May and Nick 
and support them by encourage-
ment and prayer. 

The Federal Secretary led the 
marriage service, the Rev. David 
Wallace from Holy Trinity, Adel-
aide, and a good friend delivered a 
powerful message outlining the 
Biblical foundations for this mar-
riage. After Communion, we all 
returned to the hostel for the Wed-
ding Breakfast, a feast of chicken 
and fresh fruit. 

After the speeches and many 
farewells, May and Nick left for 
their honeymoon on Kangaroo 
Island. They have now settled back 
into the routine of hostel life. 

Cutting the cake. 

Lois Hustwaite, who works with May 
and Nick, caught the bouquet. 

Jim Gosbee (incognito) and Ernie Carnaby (Federal Secretary) 
who just missed out on the bouquet. 



"WHERE AM I GOING?" — 
THE MUSINGS OF A NEW STATE SECRETARY 

There is the story about the great 
American physician, poet and humor-
ist of the nineteenth century. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes once boarded a train 
in Massachusetts, and then promptly 
lost his ticket. 

The conductor recognised him and 
said, "Never mind, when you find your 
ticket, give it to the ticket attendant at 
the station you disembark." 

"Mr. Conductor," replied Holmes, 
"the question is not 'where is my 
ticket? but 'where am I going'?" 

I can vividly recall one day sitting in 
my study at Winton, Queensland, 
many years ago pondering the future. 
One thing was for sure, I was never 
returning to Adelaide. The role of a 
State Secretary was not for me. I knew I 
did not have the inclination or the gifts 
for that kind of ministry. 

Well, God knew exactly where I was 
going, even if I, like Holmes, did not. 
Here I am then, many years further 
down the track, doing the very thing I 
once tried to convince God I was not 
really cut out to do. What a delightful 
sense of humour God has as He fulfills 
His purposes! 

What's it like being a State Secretary 
in South Australia, after ten and a half 
years with B.C.A. in this field? Well, 
not all that different really! Being away 
from home is just the same as Winton 
days. Part of my role is pastoral care of 
field staff. This means going to where 
they are serving, as often as I can, to cry 
with them in their frustrations and to 
cheer with them in their 
encouragements. 

The preaching is much the same as 
well. Each week sees me in a different 
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pulpit within the Province of South 
Australia. I don't believe in dishing up 
the same old deputation sermon week 
after week. I like to fit the B.C.A. story 
round the lectionary readings for the 
day if possible. The most important 
thing to me is to preach Christ first and 
foremost, and then illustrate this with 
what God is doing through B.C.A. 

The only real difference I suppose, 
between this job and parish ministry, is 
the entrepreneural aspect. I am 
required to promote the Society so that 
the level of prayer and financial sup-
port is ever increasing. 

At the heart of MISSION, whether 
cross-culturally or in our local com-
munity, is the responsibility of making 
Christ known. We are all to pray and 
give and serve to this end, that Jesus 
may be seen as Saviour, and embraced 
as Lord. This is true for B.C.A., other 
missionary societies, and for us as indi-
vidual Christians. 

Where is B.C.A. going in the future? 
Well, God obviously knows, but from 
my perspective after service in the two 
very diverse B.C.A. parishes of Winton 
and Sanderson, I see there has been a 
shift in some areas from a church main-
taining to a church-planting ministry. 
Winton and many places like it will 
nearly always be dependent on B.C.A.'s 
assistance, because of the very nature 
of the area. It is right that B.C.A. con-
tinues to serve in places like Winton. 

Sanderson, Palmerston and Roxby 
Downs, however, are examples of min-
istries beginning right at the start of a 
new community. 

To go and catch a congregation and 
then build up the community of faith is 
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a tremendous privilege and responsi-
bility. Because of limited local and 
diocesan resources, it is appropriate for 
B.C.A. to become involved right at the 
beginning when invited, even in the 
suburbs of Darwin. While a substantial 
city, Darwin is still a very isolated com-
munity. B.C.A. is, and should be there, 
as a servant body within the Anglican 
Church helping to establish new 
churches. 

As far as serving in isolated com-
munities is concerned, I believe more 
adequate preparation and training 
needs to be given to those who go out 
with B.C.A. In the past it has been a hit-
and-miss affair, and by the grace of 
God some have endured and made 
quite an impact with the gospel in iso-
lated areas. Some have failed however, 
and this has been sad for both the indi-
vidual families concerned and the con-
gregation to which they were sent. 
Perhaps more adequate preparation 
would have helped in these instances. 

I believe now is the time for a more 
earnest attempt to equip people to 
serve with B.C.A. Ministry in the bush 
is specialised and requires certain skills 
and dedication. There is special train-
ing for school, hospital and prison 
chaplaincies. Why not for bush minis-
try as well, which is really akin to a 
chaplaincy to the isolated? 

The bush is changing and B.C.A. 
must also be ready to adapt. Take 
Roxby Downs for example. This oasis 
in the desert provides every modern 
convenience you could ever ask for. 
B.C.A. was right there at the beginning, 
making the most of the opportunity to 
build up Christ's church in that place. 
Perhaps we should also be developing 
strategies for those people who are 
presently moving to Broome to retire, 
or the tourists at Yulara, or on the 
Great Barrier Reef. Any opportunity to 
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present Christ to people in isolated 
areas should not be missed by B.C.A. 
This will obviously mean more person-
nel and finance, but God can take care 
of that. We have to be prepared to meet 
the challenges. 

While the bush is changing, the 
nature of B.C.A. ministry must never 
change, and that is to make Christ 
known. This point again came home to 
me recently when I accompanied Ian 
Robertson on some station visiting 
around Oodnadatta. Many other clergy 
also visit in the bush. Some have a beer 
with the station managers and their 
families. Others help out with daily 
chores or repairing equipment, and so 
on. Now there is nothing wrong with 
this at all, but if this is all that is done in 
terms of ministry, then it is deficient. 

The aim of B.C.A. is, and always 
should be, to bring the gospel to bear on 
people's lives wherever possible, and 
always in a sensitive and appropriate 
manner. It is a SPIRITUAL MINIS-
TRY, and we must not lose sight of this 
fact. 

Martin Luther once said, "God 
knows how to carve even rotten wood, 
and how to ride a lame horse." 

I can identify with this statement as 
far as my own ministry is concerned. 
God has led me on, in spite of my fail-
ures and inadequacies. At this point in 
time, I can think of nothing else I want 
to do more than continue my long 
association with B.C.A. 

Any way, whenever I think of serving 
overseas or whatever, God in no uncer-
tain terms slams the door with a bang. 
If I don't know where I am going at any 
point in time, God sure does, and in 
that I am very content. 

Bob George 
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POST & RAILS 

FAREWELLS 
* The Rev. Gordon and 
Mrs. Ann Hargreaves, with 
Elizabeth and Bradley, 
have put in 5V2 years of 
f a i t h f u l s e r v i c e at 
Paraburdoo, Tom Price and 
Wit tenoom. They have 
returned to the Diocese of 
Melbourne and Gordon has 
taken up the responsibility 
of Vicar of St. Andrew's, 
Glen Waverley. Their years 
in the Northwest was most 
beneficial for the Kingdom 
of God and the building up 
of the church in each of the 
centres. Ann had shared at 
many points with Gordon 
in frontline ministry, par-
t i c u l a r l y in t h e loca l 
schools. We wish them well 
and assure them of our 
prayers. 

* Sister Helen Plumb, a 
spec ia l i s t staff w o r k e r 
based in the Sydney office, 
has resigned with a view to 
pursuing ordination. Helen 
first served as a relief nurs-
ing sister at Tarcoola in 

November 1978, then spent 
three full years on the per-
manent nursing staff based 
at Tarcoo la . She t h e n 
entered Deaconess House 
for theological training and 
returned to B.C.A. in Jan-
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uary 1986 as a staff worker. 
Helen has spent time at 
B.C.A. centres in Queens-
land and South Australia 
during these past three 
years. Her ministry will be 
missed. 

* Mrs. Mary Kirkby has 
helped out in the Sydney 
office as a volunteer over 
the past eight years. Her 
careful work and keen 
interest in B.C.A. has been 
most appreciated. 

WELCOMES 
* Mary Bingham: On 
Wednesday, November 16, 

Mary left by train for relief 
work at Tarcoola. Mary 
served at Cook in a relief 
capacity nearly four years 
ago. She felt the call to 
re-apply to B.C.A. at her 
g r a n d m o t h e r ' s f u n e r a l 
recently. Her grandmother 
was involved with the early 
medical work of the society 
on the West Coast for a 
period of some 30 years. 
Mary comes with a wealth 
of experience in paedia-
trics, having served at the 
Flinders Medical Centre for 
some time. She has four 

cer t i f i ca tes /d ip lomas in 
nursing and a very win-
some Christian faith. Mary 
has now decided to stay out 
on the line. Good news as 
we were to start looking for 
replacement sisters. 
* Two new members of 
Council and Executive: 
Rev. Bill Lawton — who 
served with B.C.A. in West-
ern Australia at Mullewa in 
1967-69. Bill is Dean of 
Students at Moore Theo-
logical College; Rev. Les 
Monaghan — who has had 
a long-standing interest in 
B.C.A. and has been on the 
N.S.W. Committee. Les is 
the rector of St. Phillip's, 
Auburn. 
* Rev. Ernest and Mrs. Ida 
Horth who have joined the 
Home-based staff with the 
special responsibility of 
initiating and expanding 
deputations and the sup-
port base in the Dioceses of 
Armidale, Grafton and the 
Province of Queensland. 
Ernest and Ida are not new 
to B.C.A., having served in 

the Victorian office as State 
Secretary and then on the 
Council of B.C.A. 
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MATRON FLORENCE 
DOWLING (83 years) 
* Truly one of the "Greats 
of B.C.A." 

For the person who served 
the longest thirty-two years 
in B.C.A., it is surprising 
how little has been written 
about Flo Dowling. During 
her service, the Ceduna 
Council pressed her to 
receive an O.B.E., but she 
r e f u s e d . She h a d t h e 
respect of the whole com-
munity. Flo joined B.C.A. 
from Summer Hill, Sydney, 
highly recommended by 
A r c h d e a c o n Langford-
Smith, on December 1, 
1931. When she was sent to 
Ceduna, South Australia, 
the Society had just moved 
the hospital from a farm 
cottage to a house in the 
town. With only two mem-
bers of staff, she was asked 
to be "Matron", and that 
was her title for the 32 years 
— years packed with all 
kinds of incidents. Con-
ditions in the cottage were 
very primitive. Matron Flo 
Dowling had a good deal to 
do wi th the fine local 
council-built hospital in 
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1936-37. She was t he 
matron-in-charge of all the 
B.C.A. nurses in Ceduna, 
Penong, Wudinna, Cook, 
Tarcoola and Coober Pedy. 
In her time, there was a 
staff of three doctors, two 
pilots, a radio operator and 
technician, a pharmacist 
and a total of twenty Sisters 
to serve with her. She was 
extremely efficient and 
able, but kept in the back-
ground supporting the doc-
tors. Her s t rength was 
evident in the long hours of 
work and travel. Spiritually 
keen, she was the means of 
faith in a number of people. 
She encouraged others in 
their ministry. She resigned 
on June 30, 1963 to care for 
sister, to whom she was 
very faithful. After entering 
Mowll Village, her sight 
deteriorated. Born Novem-
ber 12, 1904 she passed on 
to be with her Lord, whom 
she so faithfully served on 
September 18, 1988. 

NEEDED IN BROKEN 
HILL HOSTEL 
* The hostel has need of a 
set of encyclopaedias for 
the children to use. These 
would need to be a fairly 
up-to-date edition. If you 
are able to help, please con-
tact the Sydney office. 

STAMPS, STAMPS, 
STAMPS AND 
MORE STAMPS 
* The year 1988 was a 
record year for stamp sales 
at B.C.A. The team of ladies 
led by Mrs. Joyce McCraw 
and Edie Unwin has put in 
a marvellous effort, netting 
$8202.45 in sales. To those 
who have collected, given, 
cu t , t r i m m e d , f loa ted , 
sorted and packaged the 
used stamps, many thanks. 

Lft 1 a firiuiLege to teach. 
the igeohle uou reach. 
the t^/ood <ccAfetv$. of (f/od ± great valuation. 
"Dhe B£L fc true, ~ 
Cnriit died for uou, 
l / - \a i i£ cyyim with glad aelebrationl 

— Brian Black 
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It is good to be here in Newman, 
and to be able to say thank you to the 
B.C.A. supporters for their prayers 
and interest. Our move from Jersey, 
U.K., to Western Australia was very 
smooth, in an eventful kind of way. 
Despite the fact that our migration 
visas didn't become available until 
the day before we were scheduled for 
departure from Jersey, everything 
did feel to be under control, though 
not very obviously under our control! 

The way that we came from an 
island of pink granite in the English 
Channel to the outback of Australia 
was very ordinary, and extraordinary 
all at the same time, and one is 
tempted to wonder where it all actu-
ally began in God's plan. 

Our thoughts were directed 
towards this part of the world in the 
first place by an article written by 
Bishop Gerald Muston for "The 
Church Times" a year last July, but 
for quite some time all our enquiries, 
and attempts to get things moving, 
just seemed to lead us nowhere. 

Our first contact with B.C.A. came 
by sending for some back-copies of 
the Anglican Messenger and return-
ing a small insert for anyone wishing 
to give their support. It did seem to be 
an unlikely start; just to tick a small 
box in what looked to be a very insig-
nificant clipping out of a church 
paper an send it all the way to Aus-
tralia; but then God does seem to 
have His own ways of putting us in 
touch with the right people at the 
right time. 

By way of illustration — Once 
early in my first curacy, I was desper-
ate to contact David, the Vicar, who 
was away on holiday. I did have a 
phone number because he had 
phoned me (I assumed at the time, 
from his hotel) and I had immediately 
phoned back to save him putting 
further coins in. Then some days later 
I tried the same number again, and 
was mildly surprised when he 
answered the phone personally, and 
quite promptly, but I was more than 
surprised when he said that he was 

speaking from a public phone box on 
the street, and that he had just been 
walking past, heard it ringing, and 
answered it! I still find it amusing. 
Nothing seems to be completely out 
of the question with God. David must 
have been one of those Vicars who 
could justifiably complain of not 
being able to get away from the 
phone! 

Earlier this year, then our corre-
spondence with Ernie Carnaby at 
B.C.A. began, and some nine months 
later, at 3.30 a.m. Thursday, October 
20, we were leaving the small 
Lincolnshire town, where our parents 
live, to make the journey, with our 
five young children, to Newman, 
Western Australia. 

That nine months had at times 
seemed a rather testing period, but 
one of the great joys of it had been a 
meeting in London with Bishop 
Gerald Muston and Laurel, his wife. 

As we flew to England that morn-
ing, we had no means of knowing 
what the outcome of that interview 
would be; whether it would be the 
real beginning or the end of what we 
had been working towards. 

We had felt enthusiastic about all 
that we had learned of the Diocese, 
its aims and policies, and then those 
few hours with the Bishop in Partner-
ship House seemed to bring us into 
living fellowship with the Church of 
Northwest Australia. 

We had felt very encouraged by the 
Bishop's attempts to be off-putting, 
and when we finally said "goodbye" 
we were overjoyed with the sense of 
being part of a new family. 

We eventually arrived in Perth at 3 
a.m. Although we were not sure 
which particular 3 a.m. this one was, 
we were informed by reliable wit-
nesses that it was in fact Saturday, 

October 22. Canon Fred and Mrs. 
Marjorie Bedbrook, who had just 
come down from doing a locum in 
Newman, looked after us. We were 
the happy but bewildered guest of 
Peter Brain and his family for our first 
Aussie barbie, and then we left for 
Newman early on the Monday 
morning. 

Up here in the Pilbara, I think that 
it would be practical to abandon the 
more traditional ways of measuring 
the temperatures and adopt some-
thing like oven settings. On the morn-
ing of our arrival, Newman was cool 
(low oven) and so it was a great bless-
ing that we only had to cook slowly 
for our first day. In fact, we have been 
let in very gently from that point of 
view. 

God has certainly blessed us 
greatly here, and at the top of our list 
of blessings has been the members of 
the St. Stephen's congregation who 
have received us with such kindness 
and generosity. 

As you may be aware, there has 
been considerable industrial unrest 
here and the community is still in 
need of much prayer. Christians con-
tinue to witness faithfully to the for-
giveness and reconciliation of Christ, 
but it is often very testing and diffi-
cult. We have been able to begin 
some good friendships with a number 
of the Aboriginal folk here and Caro-
line is already picking up a few words 
of their language. 

With many thanks for your prayer, 
your letters and cards, for the kind 
anonymous gift towards Christmas 
presents for our children, and for the 
presents from the B.C.A. Women's 
Auxilary. 
From Bob and Caroline Booth, 
Newman 



out where 
the action is... 

PRAYER CALENDAR FIELD STAFF DIRECTORY 

THE B.C.A. PRAYER 
O Lord our God, help us to 
remember the people who live in 
the remote parts of our land. We 
ask You to bless those whom You 
have called into the fellowship of 
the Bush Church Aid Society, and 
to call others to stand with them in 
the task of making Christ known. 
Grant that, through the ministry of 
the W o r d and S a c r a m e n t s , 
through healing, and through 
caring for the young, the message 
of Your redeeming love may be 
proclaimed; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. AMEN. 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

NORTHERN TERRITORY 
Diocese of Northern Territory — Rt. Rev. C. Wood. 

1 Sanderson — Rev. Greg and Mrs. Kerry Thompson. 
2 Palmerston — Rev. Ron and Mrs. Margaret Bundy. 
3 Tennant Creek — Rev. Tim and Mrs. Kerrie Brownscombe. 
4 Diocesan Secretary/Treasurer — Mr. Ian Moore. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Diocese of North West Australia — Rt. Rev. G. B. Muston. 

5 Kununurra — Rev. Murray and Mrs. Jane Lamont. 
6 Derby — Rev. John and Mrs. Dianne Symons. 
7 Newman — Rev. Bob and Mrs. Caroline Booth. 
8 Port Hedland — Ven. Bill and Mrs. Jennifer Warburton. 
9 South Hedland — Vacant. 

10 Karratha — Rev. Terry and Mrs. Fiona Redmond. 
11 Wickham — Rev. Allan and Mrs. Julie Harrison. 
12 Tom Price/Paraburdoo — Vacant. 
13 Mt. Magnet (Murchison) — Vacant. 
14 Diocesan Registrar — Mr. Martin Weatherston in Geraldton. 
Diocese of Perth — Most Rev. Peter Carnley 
15 Kambalda/Norseman — Rev. Ron and Mrs. Colleen Ross 

Hon. B.C.A. Secretary for W.A. — Rev. Peter Brain 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Diocese of Willochra — Rt. Rev. D. McCall. 
16 Coober Pedy — Rev. Ian and Mrs. Robin Robertson. 
17 Roxby Downs and Mid-West Mission — Rev. Colin and Mrs. Ruth 

Nelson. 
18 Leigh Creek — Rev. Peter and Mrs. Margaret Achurch. 

State Secretary of S.A. — Rev. Robert George, Mrs. Jocelyn Phillips. 
19 Cook: Bishop Kirkby Memorial Hospital — Sister June English, Gai Mee, 

Ruth Leske. 
20 Tarcoola Hospital — Sister Mary-Grace Bingham. 

VICTORIA AND TASMANIA 
Diocese of Gippsland — Rt. Rev. C. Sheumack. 
21 Omeo — Rev. Errol and Mrs. Anne Sorensen. 

State Secretary for Vic. and Tas. — Rev. Brian Viney, Mrs. Margo Bright. 
Diocese of Tasmania — Rt. Rev. P. Newell. 
22 Swansea — Rev. Kelvin and Mrs. Heather Viney. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Diocese of Riverina — Rt. Rev. B. R. Hunter. 
23 Broken Hill Hostel — Mr. Nick and Mrs. May Puttman, Mrs. Lois 

Hustwaite. 
24 Wilcannia — Rev. Robert and Mrs. Phyllis Collie. 
Diocese of Armidale — Rt. Rev. P. Chiswell. 
25 Lightning Ridge — Rev. Cliff and Mrs. Megan Ainsworth. 

State Office, N.S.W. and General Secretary — Rev. Brian Roberts, Mrs. 
Michele Peacock. 

QUEENSLAND 
Diocese of Brisbane — The Most Rev. J. Grindrod. 
26 Quilpie — Rev. Bob and Mrs. Sue Witten. 

Hon. B.C.A. Queensland State Secretary — Mr. Allan and Mrs. Annette 
Sauer. Deputationist — Rev. Ernest and Mrs. Ida Horth. 

Diocese of Rockhampton — Rt. Rev. G. Hearn. 
27 Winton — Rev. Lex and Mrs. Rhonda Carey. 
28 Blackwater — Rev. Glen and Mrs. Kaye Zimmerle. 

ABORIGINAL MINISTRY 
29 Nungalinya College — Mrs. Wendy Gibson and Miss Helen Kassman. 

Bimbadeen College — Maika and Ana Bovoro (Dean). 
B.C.A. HOUSE, SYDNEY 

30 Federal Office — Rev. Ernie Carnaby, Miss Margaret Woolcott. 
Home Base Staff — Mr. Jim Gosbee, Mesdames Vivien Bentley, Jacqueline 
Griffiths, Margaret Sadler. 
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EXCITING NIGHT FOR BIMBADEEN 

Pictured with their certificates at the Bimbadeen College graduation on Saturday night 
were (from left) Susheel Kumar, Michael Maher, Michelle Taylor, Sophia Matic, Noel Day-
light and Vernon Coulthard. 

"Exciting Night for Bimbadeen", headlines on front page of the 
Cootamundra Herald. Indeed it was — six students graduated from 
their first stage of training at Bimbadeen College on December 3 last 
year. 

B.C.A. has had an interest in Bimbadeen Training College for the 
past seven or eight years and has supported the college's ministry by 
providing funds for the principal's stipend. 

The Society is delighted to hear of these students who now go out 
to proclaim the gospel of our Lord. 

Each of the students, in turn, gave a word of testimony and said 
something about the future direction of their ministry and training. 
The Acting Principal, Pastor Maika Bovoro, thanked all who had 
supported the college and made the training possible. The Rev. 
Brian Roberts, General Secretary with B.C.A., gave the occasional 
address on the theme of Reconciliation. Mr Roberts noted that 
throughout the evening it was evident that both students and staff 
were keen to press forward in ministry and expressed their grati-
tude to all who had helped through Bimbadeen to equipped them to 
serve their Lord. 
BACK COVER: B.C.A. float in the Broken Hill Christmas pageant. 


